To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Salcombe 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  beg  to  submit 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  and  its  general  Sanitary  circumstances 
for  the  year  1912. 

I  am  glad  once  more  to  be  able  to  show  that  the  general  health  of  the  district 
maintains  its  high  level,  as  borne  out  by  the  figures  relating  to  the  various  vital 
statistics. 

The  number  of  Births  exceeded  that  of  any  year  for  the  past  ten  years. 

By  means  of  an  Order  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  all  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  now  made  compulsorily  notifiable. 

The  principal  reforms  required  in  the  district  are,  in  my  opinion  :  — 

(i)  A  Scheme  for  the  re-drainage  of  the  Town. 

(ii)  An  improved  method  of  House  Refuse  disposal. 

(iii)  The  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  in  conjunction 

with  other  Authorities. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  district  and  of  its  inhabitants  were  outlined 
in  my  first  Annual  Report,  and  as  no  material  change  has  taken  place  in  either,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  my  remarks. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS.  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  gross  rateable  value  of  the  district  amounts  to  £10,931  10s.  od.,  and  the 
nett  to  £7,959,  a  penny  rate  producing  therefore  £33  3s.  3d. 

AREA,  INHABITED  HOUSES  AND  POPULATION. 

The  district  has  a  total  area  of  i,i84’020  acres,  and  at  the  1911  census  con¬ 
tained  518  inhabited  houses,  and  a  population  of  2,032. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  amount  expended  in  Poor  Law  Relief  during  the  past  year  was  £110  8s.  6d. 

With  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  Hospitals  and  other  forms  of  Medical  Relief 
are  utilised,  cases  are  sent  occasionally  to  the  Kingsbridge  Cottage  Hospital  and  to 
the  Kingsbridge  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

There  is  in  addition  a  voluntary  local  fund  for  the  provision  of  Nurses  in  cases 
of  serious  illness,  which  has  been  somewhat  heavily  taxed  during  the  past  year. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

Although  there  appears  to  be  a  decided  want  for  a  more  modern  class  of  house 
for  artizans  and  labourers,  at  a  rent  within  their  means,  the  Council  have  not  seen 
their  way  to  take  any  action  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

All  new  houses  in  the  district  are  built  under  the  supervision  of  your  Surveyor, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  modern  Bye-Laws  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

The  Census  population  divided  among  the  inhabited  houses  gives  an  average 
of  3'9  persons  per  house. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  bulk  of  the  Sewage  discharges  into  the  Estuary,  but  that  from  most  of  the 
houses  in  the  North  Sands  Valley  is  treated  biologically  by  means  of  septic  tanks. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council’s  Water  Supply  has  been  constant  and  sufficient.  The  mams 
and  dead  ends  are  periodically  flushed,  and  the  Storage  Reservoirs  cleaned  out  an 

limewashed. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  collected  and  removed  daily  by  your  own  scavenger,  and  once  weekly 
in  the  outlying  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS.  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  38  Births  were  registered,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  187  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  Of  these  23  were  males  and  15  females.  The  birth  rate  for  1911 
was  167,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years,  17*.  The  rate  for  England  an 

Wales  for  1912  was  23'8. 


One  illegitimate  (inward  transferable)  male  birth  was  registered  during  the 
year,  which  being  added  to  the  births  registered  in  the  district,  gives  a  corrected 

birth  rate  of  19*1. 


DEATHS. 

Thirty  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  namely  15  males  and  15  females.  The 

death  rate  was  therefore  i47-  For  *9”  was  ir3>  and  the  aV£raSe  for  the  ^  IO 
years  13-4-  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1912  was  13-3. 

The  deaths  of  two  residents  were  registered  outside  the  district,  but  as  two 
deaths  registered  in  the  district  were  those  of  non-residents,  the  corrected  death  rate 
remains  the  same,  viz.,  147. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  one  occurred  between  1  and  2  years 
of  age,  1  between  2  and  5,  1  between  5  and  15,  2  between  15  and  25,  3  between  25 
and  45,  8  between  45  and  65,  and  14  of  65  and  upwards. 

Three  deaths  were  registere  l  from  cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of  r4  per  1,000. 
One  death  was  due  to  accident,  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  Phthisis  or  suicide. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  any  of  the  7  zymotic  diseases. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

This  is  the  expression  used  to  indicate  the  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
per  1,000  births  per  annum. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  child  under  1  year  of  age  has  died  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  therefore  Nil. 


Last  year  it  was  29’4. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1912  was  95-0. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Our  methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases  consist  of  compulsory 
notification,  investigation  of  the  disease,  incidence,  and  subsequent  prophylactic 
measures,  including  isolation  as  far  as  possible  of  the  infectious  sick,  and  disinfection 
on  termination  of  the  illness. 

h  ive  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  Diphtheria, 
2  ;  Erysipelas,  I  ;  Phthisis,  i  ;  Enteric  Fever,  i.  Both  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
early  in  January,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
small  outbreak  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  and  which  was  fully 
reported  to  you  at  the  time. 

The  case  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in  a  debilitated  patient,  and  terminated  fatally. 
The  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  the  cause  of  which  was  obscure,  has  been  the  only  one 
notified  in  the  district  since  1909.  The  patient  recovered. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  during  the 
year  but  little  use  has  been  made  of  the  free  Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagnosis, 
instituted  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  disinfected  the  houses  on  the  termination  of  each 
case  of  infectious  illness. 

I  regret  you  are  still  without  an  Isolation  Hospital,  but  I  trust  that  such  a 
provision  in  conjunction  with  other  districts,  is  a  possibility  of  the  near  future.  When 
this  matter  is  seriously  taken  up,  I  hope  the  possibility  of  a  small-pox  outbreak  will 
not  be  forgotten,  and  that  provision  will  be  embodied  in  the  scheme  for  dealing  with 
such  cases. 

Your  Chairman  has  called  my  attention  to  the  unusually  large  number  of 
parents  in  the  district  who  secure  exemption  from  vaccination  for  their  children  by 
statutory  declaration.  He  tells  me  that  he  himself  signed  15  such  exemptions  between 
February  14  and  the  end  of  the  year,  apart  from  those  signed  by  other  authorities. 
The  Local  Government  Board  in  their  report  put  the  proportion  of  the  children  thus 
exempted  at  25%  for  the  whole  of  England,  but  the  proportion  for  this  district  must 
be  nearer  50 'jo.  As  this  state  of  affairs  has  obtained  since  the  new  regulations  came 
into  force  in  1908,  there  must  be  in  our  midst  a  very  large  number  of  children 
unprotected  by  vaccination  who  are  a  source  of  danger  to  themselves  and  others. 

SCHOOLS. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure  during  the  year.  They 
have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  found  satisfactory. 


SANITARY. 

Systematic  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  the  few  nuisances  discovered  have  all  been  of 
a  minor  character  and  not  requiring  a  special  report.  The  scheme  for  improved 
sewage  disposal,  prepared  by  an  eminent  firm  of  sanitary  engineers,  and  mentioned  in 
my  last  Annual  Report,  was  found  by  you  after  lengthy  discussion  to  be  beyond  the 
resources  of  the  district.  The  question  of  the  preparation  of  a  modified  scheme  is 
still  under  your  consideration. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

As  I  have  previously  reported  the  cleanliness  of  the  Dairies  is  satisfactory.  The 
Cowsheds  are  limewashed  twice  a  year  as  the  regulations  direct,  and  are  kept  in  as 
satisfactory  a  condition  as  their  structural  defects  admit. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


The  condition  of  the  two  slaughter  houses  is  satisfactory. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901,  SCHEDULE  132. 

As  empowered  by  this  section  of  the  Act,  I  have  with  your  Inspector  visited  the 
eight  registered  Bakehouses  in  your  district  and  found  them  clean,  properly  ventilated 
and  drained,  with  a  sufficiency  of  air  space  and  proper  conveniences. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  all  other  workshops  and  work-places  in  the  district 
which  come  within  the  Act. 

There  are  no  home-workers,  underground  bake-houses  or  offensive  trades  in  the 
district. 

Your  Inspector  reports  during  the  year  he  has  periodically  inspected  your 
district,  which  resulted  in  five  informal  and  one  statutory  notice  being  served.  In 
each  instance  the  nuisance  was  abated  or  abolished. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

VINCENT  W.  TWINING, 


Salcombe,  12th  February,  1913. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


